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NEW DELHI? India (HP) - The Indian information ministry has drawn up 

PLANS TO MERGE THE COUNTRY’S PRIVATE NEWS AGENCIES INTO A SINGLE 
PRESS SERVICE CLOSELY LINKED WITH THE GOVERNMENT? AUTHORITATIVE 
SOURCES SAID WEDNESDAY. 

The ministry’s blueprint for combining two national English agencies 

AND TWO SMALLER HINDI AGENCIES WAS DISTRIBUTED TO EXISTING HIRE 
SERVICE MANAGEMENTS AND TRADE UNIONS HOURS AFTER PARLIAMENT WAS TOLD 
OF THE PROPOSAL. 

Sources who received the draft plan from Information Sinister V.C. 
Shukla said he had told them he hoped the merger proposal would be put 

INTO OPERATION BY FEB. i. 

Under the draft plan? which would have to be approved by Parliament? 

THE PRESS SERVICE WOULD BE 4 ‘AN AUTONOMOUS CORPORATE BODY 1 ’.WITH THE 
PRESIDENT OF INDIA AS ITS SENI 0RM05T OFFICIAL. 

ACCORDING TO THE BLUEPRINT? THE PRESIDENT WILL NOMINATE THE CHAIRMAN 
AND 15 MEMBERS OF THE NEW AGENCY’S FIRST GOVERNING COUNCIL? WHICH 
HILL BE DRAWN FROM JOURNALISTS? OTHER NEWS PR0FES5I ONALS AND PROMINENT 
PUBLIC PERSONS. 

But THE PLAN SAYS IF THE PRESIDENT 4i IS SATISFIED THAT THE AGENCY IS 
NOT FUNCTIONING EFFICIENTLY? HE MAY? AFTER MAKING SUCH INQUIRY AS HE 
THINKS FIT? REQUIRE THE GOVERNING COUNCIL TO TAKE SUCH MEASURES AS 
MAY BE APPROPRIATE. ’ ’ 

Sources said the proposal gives the government virtual control and 

VETO POWER OVER THE AGENCY. 

The government says the existing news agencies are economically 

UNSOUND? WHICH THEY DENY? AND SHOULD BE MERGED INTO A SINGLE 
FINANCIALLY VIABLE SERVICE. 
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